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Drinking Age

By Karen Zhang
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Recently, | wanted to order a beer at a
restaurant, but | was asked to show my ID. |
must be looking younger than my actual age
for it to even raise questions by the waitress
about selling me an alcoholic beverage.

The legal drinking age in most American
states is 21. Selling liquor to minors*#F A wh
are under 21 is strictly prohibited. So, if you
have a baby face and you’re over 21, you'd
better bring an ID with you when you buy an
alcoholic beverage. You’re very likely to be
asked for ID if your appearance raises a red
flag to the sellers.

Another time when | was newly arrived
in America, | was with an older friend at a
supermarket. We were about to buy some
beer for a party. But a cashier asked for my ID.
| was taken aback. Never had it occurred to
me to bring my passport to a store.

“I'm just new to this country,” | explained. “I
don’t have my passport with me.”

“I have my driver’s license,” my friend said
as he was pulling out his ID from his wallet.
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“No,” the cashier said, “| want to see hers.
I know you have no problem in checking out
the beer. But I'm not sure about her.” She
looked at me and asked, “How old are you?”

“26.” | was shocked by the blunt*#]
question. Isn’t it considered taboo in Western
culture to ask a woman’s age?

“I'm sorry,” the cashier said, “It's the
company’s policy that we should check young
people’s IDs when they’re buying beer. Without
ID proof, | can’t sell this beer to you.”

“But he is buying the beer, not me,” |
argued.

“No,” the cashier countered. “Since you'’re
in the same party, I'll still need to check your
ID.Aruleis arule.”

Just when | was about to refute my
friend said, “All right, take out the beer. I'll get
it another time.”

We didn’t get the beer until a few days
later when my friend shopped by himself. |
now understand why there are many late teen
Westerners on a drinking binge[mﬂ
and why many young Americans would like
to party in Canada where the legal drinking
age is 18 or 19. This is actually an American
[(¥%] of a Chinese saying—every
policy has a counter-strategy. @
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